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really madness; but no rope would hold her, Stowly and
patiently she gnawed it quite through, although we used a
half-inch rope for the purpose. Twice in one night she thus
released herself, and a scene of dire confusion ensued on board
of my small craft, the boatmen jumping head-foremost into
the water, while I had to go out in my night-shirt, with bare
legs, in order to secure her. Once she took my hand into her
mouth, as if to bite it, but dropped it when I reproached her,
In a day or two the biting and tearing humour left her, and
she grew very weak, and at last died licking my hand,

Poor dear doggie! my bonnie, faithful, affectionate com-
panion ! Grabby seemed to share my anxiety, and be conscious
that there was something amiss. In the last days he, for the
first and only time, deserted his nightly position at the foot
of my bed, going out to where Eshkee was tied up, and lying
gravely watching her, in a mystified and sympathetic manner.
He missed his familiar friend, and we were both very lonely
for a time after her death.

Government had issued an order to the magistrates through-
out Bengal, that all starving and ownerless curs should be
destroyed by the police, to avoid infection by rabies. A great
fuss was made about this at the time by the native press, and
some stress was laid upon the inhumanity of their English
rulers; but in point of fact the Bengalis as a race are not kind
to dumb beasts. They drive their bullocks and horses with
large sores on their backs, in which maggots breed and at which
crows may peck. They overload their small donkeys until the
poor creatures' hind legs are bent crosswise; it is customary
with them to carry bundles of live fowls head-downward;
and if a bird with valuable plumage be caught in a snare, it
is a common thing to pluck out a feather, and with it poke out
the creature's eyes, in order that its fluttering may not injure
the lustre of the feathers. And yet this order of Government
made a great stir among these merciful folk, and many were
the complaints of English cruelty in destroying poor harmless
dogs*

One morning, a fine lively python, measuring fourteen feet
long, was brought to me for sale; but snakes were too
numerous in the neighbourhood for one to have any wish to